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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 November 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Withdrawn Rejections 

1 . Any rejections and or objections, made in the previous Office Action, and not repeated 
below, are hereby withdrawn due to Applicant's amendments in the response dated November 4, 
2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Patent 
Application Publication No. 2-353 U. 

JP 2-353 U discloses an adhesive tape (Figures 1 - 4), comprising: a tape body to be 
adhered to an adherend (Figures 1 and 2, #24), a positioning tab positioned on one end periphery 
of the tape body (Figures 1 and 3, #26 ), and a release sheet provided on a rear side of the tape 
body (Figure 1, #28), wherein the positioning tab and the tape body are interconnected via a 
connecting portion that is positioned there between, the connecting portion (Figures 4, #26) and 
further including a cutting line penetrating through the tape body (Figure 2, #27) and the release 
sheet (Figure 3, the line separating #28 A and 28B) as in claim 1 . With regard to claim 2, the 
positioning tab is positioned along one end periphery (Figures 4, #26), and wherein the 
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connecting portion is partly provided on one end periphery so that the tab is separated from the 
tape body other than the connecting portion (Figures 4, #26). As in claim 3, the release sheet is 
provided on the entire area of the rear side of the tape body(Figure 1, #28), and wherein the 
release sheet has a slit that is formed adjacent to the connecting portion (Figure 3, #28A and 
28B). Regarding claim 4, the release sheet has an additional slit that is formed in a side 
periphery thereof (Figure 3, #28 A and 28B). With regard to claim 5, the release sheet extends 
onto a rear side of the positioning tab beyond the connecting portion (Figure 1, #28). As in claim 
6, the positioning tab has a fixing element that is positioned adjacent to the connecting portion 
(Figure 4, #26). Regarding claim 7, the tape body comprises an elongated tape body (Figure 3, 
#24), wherein the one end periphery of the tape body corresponds to one of longitudinally 
opposed end peripheries of the tape body, and wherein the slit is formed so as to extend along 
one of the laterally opposed end peripheries of the tape body (Figure 3, #2 8 A and 28B). With 
regard to claim 8, the adhesive tape is designed to be applied to a vertical frame of a vehicle 
door, a recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural 
difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the 
claimed invention from the prior art. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed November 4, 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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In response to Applicant's argument that the finger grip area is not the same the 
positioning tab of the claimed invention, the finger grip allows placement of the adhesive 
section, which is the same purpose of the position tab. The recitation of the positioning tab has 
not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is 
generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or 
the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble 
for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. 
See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 
152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

In response to Applicant's argument that the cutting line does not penetrate through the 
tape body and the release sheet, as shown in figure 3, the release sheet (28) has a cut line which 
penetrates through the release sheet allowing it to separate into two sections while the tape body 
has a cutting line (Figure 2, #27). The claim does not specify that the cut line in the tape body 
and the release sheet has to be in the same location. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Nordmeyer whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1496. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone arc unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena L. Dye can be reached on (571) 272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Patricia L. Nordmeyer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



